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Excerpt from Systematic Theology, Vol. 1: A Series of Questions Upon the Lectures
Delivered to the Students in Princeton Theological SeminaryIn every science there are two
factors, facts and ideas; or, facts and the mind. Science is more than knowledge. Knowledge is
the persuasion of what is true on adequate evidence. But the facts of astronomy, chemistry, or
history do not constitute the science of those departments of knowledge. Nor does the mere
orderly arrangement of facts amount to science. Historical facts arranged in chronological
order, are mere annals. The Philosophy of history supposes those facts to be understood in
their causal relations. In every department the man of science is assumed to understand the
laws by which the facts of experience are determined; so that he not only knows the past, but
can predict the future. The astronomer can foretell the relative position of the heavenly bodies
for centuries to come. The chemist can tell with certainty what will be the effect of certain
chemical combinations. If, therefore, theology be a science, it must include something more
than a mere knowledge of facts. It must embrace an exhibition of the internal relation of those
facts, one to another, and each to all. It must be able to show that if one be admitted, others
cannot be denied.The Bible is no more a system of theology, than nature is a system of
chemistry or of mechanics. We find in nature the facts which the chemist or the mechanical
philosopher has to examine, and from them to ascertain the laws by which they are
determined. So the Bible contains the truths which the theologian has to collect, authenticate,
arrange, and exhibit in their internal relation to each other. This constitutes the difference
between biblical and systematic theology.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to
preserve the state of such historical works.
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