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What is known to us as matter, in its various forms and states, is commonly conceived of as
something quite distinct from force. In thisinquiry, matter will be considered to be force itself,
manifested in endless diversity of adaptation to our nature and wants. The exposition of this
view will not, however, be reached until an advanced stage of the discussion. Until then it will
be necessary to conform the language employed to the prevailing idea of a distinction between
matter and force. Otherwise the truths which are presented in the earlier papers would not be
conveyed with clearness. This conception of the identity of matter with force must be regarded
as fundamental in true philosophy. In every department of thought there isto be observed a
reluctance to recognize the fact that we are surrounded by mysteries. Whilein reality all things
pass the limit of our understanding, there are not wanting minds which refuse to confess that
any thing does so. Instructors generally feel called upon to explain every thing. In order that
they may seem to do this, they assume imaginary starting-points, which, having been devised
either by themselves or by their instructors, are of course quite within their
comprehension.(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and dont occur in the
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